
NEW PUBLICATIONS IN EDUCATIONAL
PSYCHOLOGY AND RELATED FIELDS OF

EDUCATION

1. An Advanced Text in the Psychology of Learning.—In the opening
sentence Pyle states that; "In this book I have tried to state every-
thing that is known about learning."1 The writer has kept to his
purpose and the product is a veritable encyclopedia, crammed with
tables and graphs. If the reader expects to find it wearisome, he will
be pleasantly surprised; Pyle has succeeded, as usual, in making heavy
facts attractive. It is not however a book for lazy reading.

The author adopts at the start the Situation—Response hypothesis,
and in many respects his system is similar to that of Thorndike; but he
does not always succeed in being consistent with the underlying logic
of his position, for example: a tendency to superimpose attention,
attitudes, etc. as active forces upon the mechanics of learning.

In the crucial problem of the transfer of training, Pyle states essen-
tially the view presented in Thorndike's treatise, but opposes Thorn-
dike on the equally crucial problem of the organization of the mind.
In the former, the author points out that what are usually called atti-
tudes, ideals, attention, methods of attack, etc., fall within the hypoth-
esis of identical elements. In considering the theories of Spearman and
Thorndike relative to the general intellectual factor, the author, while
admitting the insufficiency of evidence, is "inclined to believe that
there is a general learning factor and also a general intellectual factor,
a factor operative in all intellectual processes."

One chapter is devoted to a discussion of drill. After reviewing
the evidence, the author states his position without equivocation:
"The experiments leave no doubt of the great value of specific drill, of
direct practice. There is no reason to beat about the bush, evade or
come at it indirectly. I must know exactly what the skill is, have
some good reason for desiring it, then I should practice it vigorously,
regularly, directly."

Completing the conventional topics, the three last chapters are
devoted to fatigue, the relation of instinctive traits to learning, and
illustrations of certain statistical procedures. The instructor who-

1 Pyle, William Henry: "The Psychology of Learning." Baltimore: Warwick
and York, 1921, pp. 308.
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uses the book will appreciate the class exercises which follow each
chapter and the extensive bibliographies. It is a very useful, complete
and comprehensive book which will serve admirably as a text for a
course following an introductory survey of Educational Psychology.

A. I. G.

2. An Important Study of the Physical Growth of Children from
Birth to Maturity.—Every student of mental and physical development
has appreciated the uncertainty of conclusions based on averages for
different ages, and has deplored the lack of repeated measurements on
the same individuals over a considerable period of time. This lack for
physical growth Baldwin1 has supplied in an important and almost
monumental study. A similar study in mental growth is promised and
it will be awaited with great interest.

The monograph gives, in Parts IV, V, and VI, an historical survey
of 911 investigations in physical growth in this country and abroad,
643 comparative tables of measurements of infants, pre-school children,
school children, and adults under thirty years of age, based on
5,385,400 recorded cases in various countries and a carefully annotated
bibliography of 911 titles. This gives some notion of the heroic propor-
tions of the study. It summarizes all that science knows or reasonably
conjectures on how children grow physically.

Parts I, II, and III report Baldwin's own comprehensive data.
Part I gives a complete description of instruments and technique in
securing twenty-three standard measurements with illustrations of
preliminary work done under the auspices of the Iowa Welfare Station
in several cities of the state. Part II gives the mean growth in weight
of white and colored boys and girls from birth to the close of the first
year with numerous charts giving individual growth curves. The corre-
lations between weight and birth and various periods up to the
close of the year are positive but low, especially so at the end of the
year period. Norms for height, weight, and weight-height index for
the first year are set up, based on 9074 Iowa infants, and comparisons
are made with French and German and other American data.

Norms for pre-school children in height, weight, and weight-height
index are reported, based on 36,958 Iowa boys and girls between the
ages of birth and six years. The results are from the extensive study
by the Federal Children's Bureau in the Children's Campaign of 1918.

1 Baldwin, Bird T.: The Physical Growth of Children from Birth to Matu-
rity. XJnivereityof lowsfStudies in Child Welfare, Vol. I, No. 1, pp. 1-411.


